
DEVELOPED BY BRADLEY LIEBRECHT
Grade Level(s):  6-8, 9-12
Subject(s):  Social Studies
Cemetery Connection:   Florence American Cemetery
Fallen Hero Connection:  Staff Sergeant George R. Kennison

Activity: Examining Effectiveness: The Strategic Air 
Campaign in World War II

Guiding question: 
Was the Allied strategic bombing campaign effective and was 
it necessary for the Allies to win the war?

http://www.nhd.org/
https://chnm.gmu.edu/
http://abmc.gov
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Overview
Using interactive campaign maps from the American Battle 
Monuments Commission, short text selections, photographs, 
and primary and secondary sources, students will develop 
and support a claim on the effectiveness of the Allied strate-
gic bombing campaign in the European Theatre of World War 
II.

Historical Context
World War II was a major global event that brought the 
world into the modern age, using weapons of war that had 
been developed or upgraded since the end of World War I. 
Improvements in aviation technology gave Allied and Axis 
commanders more aerial military options. One of the more 
controversial decisions of the war was the bombardment of 
German cities and industrial centers in an attempt to break 
German will and hasten the end of war. The morality and 
effectiveness of strategic bombardment (especially the inten-
tional targeting of civilians) was a source of debate when the 
campaign was launched and intensified after the American 
decision to drop atomic bombs on Japan.

Objectives
At the conclusion of this lesson, students will be able to

• Describe the role the U.S. Army Air Forces (USAAF) and the Royal Air Force (RAF) Bomber 
Command played in the overall war effort; and 

• Assess the role of strategic bombing in ending the war.

Standards Connections 
Connections to Common Core 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.8.1 Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis 
of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

“My students inspired me 
to learn more about World 

War II. The war is a frequent 
research topic for NHD 
(National History Day) 

projects in my classroom. 
Since my fallen hero was 
a B-24 gunner, I took an 
interest in researching the 

effectiveness of the strategic 
bombing campaign.”
—  Bradley Liebrecht

Liebrecht teaches at West Valley Junior 
High School in Yakima, Washington.

http://abmceducation.org
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CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.8.9 Analyze a case in which two or more texts provide conflicting 
information on the same topic and identify where the texts disagree on matters of fact or 
interpretation.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.8.1.A Introduce claim(s), acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) 
from alternate or opposing claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.8.1.B Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, 
using accurate, credible sources and demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text.

Connections to C3 Framework
D2.His.3.6-8. Use questions generated about individuals and groups to analyze why they, 
and the developments they shaped, are seen as historically significant.

Documents Used ★ indicates an ABMC source

Primary Sources
“Conclusion,” United States Strategic Bombing Survey
United States Department of War, September 30, 1945
Hathi Trust Digital Library
http://hdl.handle.net/2027/mdp.39015049492716

Painting, Fire Over Ploesti
Air Force Historical Support Division

Photograph, The aftermath of the bombing shows an apocalyptic scene as the city residents 
attempt to pick through the rubble..., 1945
Air Force Historical Support Division
http://www.afhso.af.mil/shared/media/photodb/photos/100225-F-5102W-005.jpg

Photograph, Alfred T. Palmer, Part of the cowling for one of the motors for a B-25 bomber is 
assembled in the engine department of North American [Aviation, Inc.]'s Inglewood, California, 
plant., October 1942
U.S Office of War Information, Library of Congress

Photograph, B-17s from 8th Air Force were the other arm of the Dresden attacks…, 1945 
Air Force Historical Support Division
http://www.afhso.af.mil/shared/media/photodb/photos/100225-F-5102W-004.jpg

http://abmceducation.org
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Photograph, The first big raid by the 8th Air Force was on a Focke Wulf plant in Marienburg…, 
1943
National Archives and Records Administration (535972)
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/535972

Photograph, Howard R. Hollam, Production. B-24E (Liberator) Bombers at Willow Run…, 1942
Library of Congress (LC-USE6- D-008769)
https://www.loc.gov/item/oem2002007234/PP/

Photograph, Last Moments of a Flaming B-24 Liberator after Raid over Austria…, c. 1942-1945
Library of Congress (LC-USZ62-43778) 
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2002722136/

Photograph, Production. B-24E (Liberator) Bombers at Willow Run…, July 1942 - February 1943
Library of Congress (LC-USE6- D-008769)
https://www.loc.gov/item/oem2002007239/PP/

Photograph, The B-17 Flying Fortress "The Memphis Belle"..., June 9, 1943
Air Force Historical Support Division
http://www.afhso.af.mil/shared/media/photodb/photos/021001-O-9999J-009.jpg

Photograph, View from B-17 Flying Fortress U.S. Army 8th AF Bomber command…, December 31, 
1944
Library of Congress (LC-USZ62-64814)
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2002721596/ 

Photograph, War Theatre #12 (Italy), June 21, 1944
National Archives and Records Administration (A22763)

Photograph, War Theatre #12 (Italy), February 2, 1944
National Archives and Records Administration (A22763)

Photograph, War Theatre #12 (Italy) Airplanes…, December 20, 1944
National Archives and Records Administration (A22763)

Photograph, War Theatre #12 (Italy) Wrecks, July 18, 1944
National Archives and Records Administration (A22763)

Photograph, War Theatre #12 (Genoa, Italy) Bombing 
National Archives and Records Administration (A22763)

http://abmceducation.org
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/535972
https://www.loc.gov/item/oem2002007234/PP/
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2002722136/
https://www.loc.gov/item/oem2002007239/PP/
http://www.afhso.af.mil/shared/media/photodb/photos/021001-O-9999J-009.jpg
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Photograph, Waves of Consolidated B-24 Liberators of the 15th AAF Fly over the Target Area,
the Concordia Vega Oil Refinery, Ploești, Romania, Unmindful of Bursting Flak, after Dropping
Their Bomb Loads on the Oil Cracking Plant, on 31 May '44…, May 31, 1944 
Library of Congress (LC-USZ62-97497)
https://www.loc.gov/item/89712239/

“The Role of Air Power,” United States Strategic Bombing Survey
United States Department of War, September 30, 1945
Hathi Trust Digital Library
http://hdl.handle.net/2027/mdp.39015049492716

Various graphics, U.S. Strategic Bombing Survey
United States Department of War, September 30, 1945
http://hdl.handle.net/2027/mdp.39015049492716

Secondary Sources
Strategic Bombing Campaign Interactive  ★
American Battle Monuments Commission
http://www.abmc.gov/sites/default/files/interactive/interactive_files/SBC_Web/index.html

Materials
• Sets of Strategic Bombing Campaign Picture Cards
• Photograph Analysis Worksheet
• Strategic Bombing Campaign Interactive Worksheet
• Strategic Bombing Campaign Assessment
• Strategic Bombing Campaign Assessment Rubric
• Computer with internet capability and projector to access Strategic Bombing Campaign 

Interactive
• Speakers to listen to the interactive videos
• Computer lab time for students to work on the assessment
• Headphones for individual student use while listening to the interactive videos

Lesson Preparation
• Create one set of the Strategic Bombing Campaign Picture Cards for each group of four to six 

students.
• Print one copy of the Photograph Analysis Worksheet for each student.

http://abmceducation.org
https://www.loc.gov/item/89712239/
http://hdl.handle.net/2027/mdp.39015049492716
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http://www.abmc.gov/sites/default/files/interactive/interactive_files/SBC_Web/index.html
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• Print one copy of “The Role of Air Power” and “Various Graphics” from the U.S. Strategic 
Bombing Survey for each student.

• Print one copy of the “Conclusions” excerpt from the U.S. Strategic Bombing Survey for each 
student to read after completing his or her assessment.

• Set up classroom technology.
• Test all online resources before class.
• Divide students into groups of four to six students each.

Procedure
Activity One (30 minutes) 

• Hand each group of four to six students one set of Strategic Bombing Campaign Picture Cards.
• Give each student one copy of the Photograph Analysis Worksheet.
• Project the following questions on the screen for students to discuss as they examine the 

picture cards:
 ◦ What is the purpose of bombing in war? 
 ◦ Imagine that an enemy were to bombard our hometown from the air. What would that be like? 
 ◦ What sort of targets would an enemy want to target if they were bombing our town? Why would 

those targets be important?
• Push students to understand the material and psychological costs of aerial bombardment.  
• Ask each student to select one image and complete the Photograph Analysis Worksheet. This 

can be completed for homework if needed.

Activity Two (60 minutes)
• Give each student a copy of each the following:

 ◦ The Role of Air Power, U.S. Strategic Bombing Survey
 ◦ Various Graphics, U.S. Strategic Bombing Survey
 ◦ Strategic Bombing Campaign Interactive Worksheet

• Pull up the Strategic Bombing Campaign Interactive online and watch the first clip that explains 
how strategic bombing developed after World War I. If students have their own device, this 
could be done individually.

• Direct students to answer the questions on the Strategic Bombing Campaign Interactive 
Worksheet.

• Instruct students to watch the next video in the series and continue answering the questions. 
Stop and check for understanding as needed. 

 ◦ Teacher Tip: Students can use the briefings and map features in the interactive to complete 
the questions in addition to the videos. 

http://abmceducation.org
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Assessment
• Review the Strategic Bombing Assessment as a class. 
• Review the Strategic Bombing Assessment Rubric and solicit questions from students to 

provide clarity.
• Introduce the excerpts from the Strategic Bombing Survey. Have the students read “The Role of 

Airpower” for discussion.
• Instruct students to read silently and then discuss excerpts in their table groups. 
• Provide time with computers and additional supports as needed. 
• Use the rubric and the scoring guide to evaluate the project.

Methods for Extension
• Students with more interest in the U.S. Air Force can learn more about the Army Air Forces in 

World War II and compare and contrast its role with that of the modern Air Force.

• Students can explore the role air power plays in modern military campaigns, such as the recent 
conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan.

• Students could research and add information to their projects comparing the bombing 
campaign in Germany to the bombing campaign in Japan.

• Students who are interested in reading fiction relating to this topic could read Kurt Vonnegut’s  
Slaughterhouse 5 (with parental permission).

• The American Battle Monuments Commission maintains U.S. military cemeteries overseas. These 
cemeteries are permanent memorials to the fallen, but it is important that students know the 
stories of those who rest here. To learn more about the stories of some of the men and women who 
made the ultimate sacrifice, visit www.abmceducation.org/understandingsacrifice/abmc-sites.

Adaptations
• Teachers can adapt this activity for struggling readers (or younger grade levels) by allowing the 

students to complete a graphic organizer before writing the essay. Teachers could also provide 
additional picture cards to help students grasp the importance of the air campaign. 

• Teachers can provide sentence stems to help ESL/ELL students.

http://abmceducation.org
www.abmceducation.org/understandingsacrifice/abmc-sites
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Painting, Fire Over Ploesti
Air Historical Support Division
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Photograph, The first big raid by the 8th Air Force was on a Focke Wulf 
plant in Marienburg..., 1943
National Archives and Records Administration (535972)
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Photograph, View from B-17 Flying Fortress U.S. Army 8th AF Bomber 
command..., October 31, 1944
Library of Congress (LC-USZ62-64814)
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Photograph, Alfred T. Palmer, Part of the cowling for one of the motors 
for a B-25 bomber is assembled in the engine department of North 
American [Aviation, Inc]'s Inglewood, California, plant., October 1942
U.S. Office of War Information, Library of Congress

http://abmceducation.org
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Photograph, B-17s from 8th Air Force were the other arm of the    
Dresden attacks..., 1945
Air Force Historical Support Division
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ABMCEDUCATION.ORG 
American Battle Monuments Commission | National History Day | Roy Rosenzweig Center for History and New Media

Activity: Examining Effectiveness: The Strategic Air Campaign in World War II | Picture Cards

Photograph, The aftermath of the bombing shows an apocalyptic 
scene as the city residents attempt to pick through the rubble..., 1945
U.S. Office of War Information, Library of Congress
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Photograph, Last Moments of a Flaming B-24 Liberator after Raid 
over Austria..., c. 1942-1945
Library of Congress (LC-USZ62-43778)
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Photograph, Howard R. Hollam, Production of B-24E (Liberator) 
Bombers at Willow Run..., 1942
Library of Congress (LC-USE6-D-008769)
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Photograph, Production of B-24E (Liberator) Bombers at Willow 
Run..., July 1942- February 1943
Library of Congress (LC-USE6-D-008769)

http://abmceducation.org


ABMCEDUCATION.ORG 
American Battle Monuments Commission | National History Day | Roy Rosenzweig Center for History and New Media

Activity: Examining Effectiveness: The Strategic Air Campaign in World War II | Picture Cards

Photograph, The B-17 Flying Fortress "The Memphis Belle"..., June 9, 
1943
Air Force Historical Support Division
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Photograph, War Theatre #12 (Italy), June 21, 1944
National Archives and Records Administration (A22763)
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Photograph, War Theatre #12 (Italy), February 2, 1944
National Archives and Records Administration (A22756)
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Photograph, War Theatre #12 (Italy) Airplanes..., December 20, 1944
National Archives and Records Administration (A22778)
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Photograph, War Theatre #12 (Italy) Wrecks, July 18, 1944
National Archives and Records Administration (A24579)
U.S. Office of War Information, Library of Congress

http://abmceducation.org
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Photograph, War Theatre #12 (Genoa, Italy) Bombing
National Archives and Records Administration (A25185)

http://abmceducation.org
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Photograph, Waves of Consolidated B-24 Liberators of the 15th AAF 
Fly over the Target Area, the Concordia Vega Oil Refinery, Ploesti,    
Romania, Unmindful of Bursting Flak, after Dropping Their Bomb 
Loads on the Oil Cracking Plant, May 31, 1944
Library of Congress (LC-USZ62-97497)
U.S. Office of War Information, Library of Congress

http://abmceducation.org
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Photograph Analysis Worksheet 
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Strategic Bombing Campaign Interactive Worksheet
The decision to engage in strategic bombing during World War II was one of the most significant of 
the war. The effectiveness and morality of the air campaigns are still debated by historians today. Us-
ing the interactive from the American Battle Monuments Commission (found online at http://www.
abmc.gov/sites/default/files/interactive/interactive_files/SBC_Web/index.html), please answer the 
following questions by using complete sentences in preparation of your writing assessment.

Prelude: 
What is strategic bombing?

Which nation developed the B-17 bomber and why was the B-17 a major achievement?

September 1939-June 1940:
What are some of the challenges Britain faced as it began strategic bombing?

July 1940-June 1941:
How were the British able to fend off the Germans during the Battle of Britain?

What caused the Germans to attack British cities?

Why did Hitler cancel his plans to invade Great Britain?

July 1941-December 1941:
What ended the Blitz?

http://abmceducation.org
http://www.abmc.gov/sites/default/files/interactive/interactive_files/SBC_Web/index.html
http://www.abmc.gov/sites/default/files/interactive/interactive_files/SBC_Web/index.html
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Strategic Bombing Campaign Interactive Worksheet cont.
How did the Allies draw the Germans away from the Soviet Union?

Why did the United States enter World War II?

January 1942-June 1942:
Why was the air raid on Romania important?

How did the Allied attacks harm the German war effort?

July 1942-November 1942:
Why does the 8th Air Force initially only attack German targets in France?

December 1942-May 1943:
How does Germany fight back against the American daylight bombing raids?

How does strategic bombing change the outcome of the Battle of the Atlantic?

June 1943-October 1943:
What happened when the Allies bombed Hamburg?

http://abmceducation.org
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Strategic Bombing Campaign Interactive Worksheet cont.
November 1943-February 1944:
How does the development of the P-51 help the Allied bombing effort?

Why would the Allies want to destroy the Luftwaffe?

March 1944-May 1944:
Why would the Allies bomb railways and communication centers before launching Operation Over-
lord?

June 1944-August 1944: 
How did bombing improve the odds of success for Operation Overlord?

September 1944-December 1944:
How was air support used by the Allies during the Battle of the Bulge?

January 1945-May 1945: 
Why would the Allies attack civilian areas in German cities?

http://abmceducation.org
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Strategic Bombing Campaign Assessment
Today you will write an essay that explores the Strategic Bombing Campaign and assesses how ef-
fective strategic bombing was in determining the outcome of the war. 

Your mission will be to read the provided documents and respond to the following prompt: 

Was the Strategic Bombing Campaign an effective component of the Allied war effort? How did the 
campaign influence the outcome of the war?

You can use the following sources as evidence in your essay:
• The photographs that you analyzed;
• The video files from the Strategic Bombing Campaign Interactive; and 
• The excerpts from the U.S. Strategic Bombing Campaign Survey.

You will need to construct a claim regarding the effectiveness of the Strategic Bombing Campaign 
and its role in the outcome of World War II. 

You may create a PowerPoint/Prezi, poster board, or a multiparagraph essay for this task. Take care 
to create a claim, address potential counterarguments, and provide support for your argument from 
the primary and secondary sources. Remember to develop your ideas using your own words (unless 
using a direct quote from a source). Clearly reference the sources that you use.

Scoring:
Your project will be evaluated using the following criteria:

• Claim/Organization: How well did you state and maintain your claim with a logical flow of 
ideas from the introduction to the conclusion? How effectively did you use transitions? How 
effective was the introduction and conclusion to your response? 

• Evidence/Commentary/Conclusion: How well did you integrate and evaluate information 
from at least three sources? How did you elaborate and comment on your ideas?  How did you 
reference the sources that you used?

• Conventions: How well did you follow the rules of grammar, spelling, and punctuation? 

http://abmceducation.org
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Strategic Bombing Campaign Assessment Rubric
Prompt: Was the Strategic Bombing Campaign an effective component of the Allied war effort? 
How did the campaign influence the outcome of the war? Support your answer with evidence from 
primary and secondary sources.

Advanced Proficient Basic Emerging

Claim Claim used important 
words from the prompt 
and is written in a 
provable sentence. 
Shows sophisticated 
thought and 
organizational strategy.

Claim used important 
words from the prompt 
and is written in a 
provable sentence.

Claim used important 
words from the prompt, 
but the thesis is not  
provable with the 
available evidence.

Claim is unclear or 
not present. Thesis is 
not  provable with the 
available evidence.

Organization Response has a clear 
and logical structure. 
Response is clear from 
beginning to end and 
makes effective use of 
transitions to connect 
ideas and evidence. 

Response has a clear 
and logical structure. 
Response is clear from 
beginning to end and is 
generally focused and 
makes use of transitions 
to connect ideas and 
evidence. 

Response is unclear 
and/or demonstrates 
an attempt at 
organization. Response 
lacks transitions and 
ineffective introduction 
and conclusion.

Response is unclear 
and/or shows 
little evidence of 
organization.

Evidence Evidence includes 
strong quotes or 
explicit references 
from more than three 
sources that relate 
directly back to the 
thesis. Sources are 
clearly cited in the 
response. 

Evidence includes 
strong quotes or 
explicit references 
from three sources that 
relate directly back 
to the thesis. Sources 
are clearly cited in the 
response. 

Evidence is general 
in nature. It relates to 
thesis but response 
does not contain a 
specific reference or 
quote. Some citations 
may be missing. 

Evidence does not 
relate to the thesis. 
Sources are not cited in 
the response.

Commentary Explains how evidence 
clearly proves the 
thesis while adding 
their own analysis and 
interpretation of the 
text.

Explains how evidence 
proves the thesis while 
adding some analysis 
or interpretation of the 
text.

Attempts to explain 
how evidence proves 
the thesis but may 
rely on restating 
evidence rather that 
interpretation. 

Does not explain how 
evidence relates back 
the text. Restates 
evidence only.

Conclusion Clearly and uniquely 
restates thesis in own 
words using keywords 
or phrases.

Restates thesis in own 
words using keywords 
or phrases.

Uses exact thesis as a 
conclusion.

No conclusion present.

http://abmceducation.org
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“The Role of Air Power,” U.S. Strategic Bombing Survey, p. 1
United States Department of War, September 30, 1945
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“The Role of Air Power,” U.S. Strategic Bombing Survey, p. 3
United States Department of War, September 30, 1945
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“The Role of Air Power,” U.S. Strategic Bombing Survey, p. 9
United States Department of War, September 30, 1945
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“The Role of Air Power,” U.S. Strategic Bombing Survey, p. 10
United States Department of War, September 30, 1945
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Various graphics, U.S. Strategic Bombing Survey 
United States Department of War, September 30, 1945
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Various graphics, U.S. Strategic Bombing Survey
United States Department of War, September 30, 1945
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